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CHILDREN’S HEALTH INSURANCE PROGRAM 


Deadline is approaching 
that could cost state kids 


abst Stace n Pn iv 


Alejandra Bonide sits with children Natalia, 11, left, and Raul, 8, on Sunday at their homei in Aurora. The Children’s 
Health Insurance Program could run out of money at the end of January. Helen H. Richardson, The Denver Post 


By John Ingold 
The Denver Post 


Borunda will try to turn the 
conversation elsewhere. 
Borunda’s kids are among 


jandra Borunda’s 8-year- 

old son awakes screaming 
with one of his regular ear in- 
fections, she will pause be- 
fore deciding whether to take 
him to a doctor. 

In two months, when Bo- 
runda’s ll-year-old daughter 
asks about the braces the or- 
thodontist has said she needs, 


È two months, when Ale- 


the more than 75,000 children 
and pregnant women in Colo- 
rado covered under the Chil- 
dren’s Health Insurance Pro- 
gram. And, unless Congress 
acts in the next two months to 
renew the 20-year-old pro- 
gram, they will be uninsured. 

“My daughter is only ll 
years old, and she is worried 
about insurance coverage,” 


Borunda said. “I don’t think 
this should affect children.” 
“This” is the ongoing de- 
bate on the structure of the 
nation’s health care system 
and the role of insurance. Af- 
ter a summer spent battling 
over Medicaid and the Af- 
fordable Care Act, the debate 
has now shifted to the Chil- 
dren’s Health Insurance Pro- 
gram, or CHIP, which pro- 
vides coverage for the young 
ones in families that make 


just enough to be above the 
cutoff for Medicaid. Federal 
funding for the program offi- 

cially expired last month. 
Colorado’s version of the 
program is called the Child 
Health Plan Plus, or CHP+. 
The state spends about $185 
million per year on CHP+, ac- 
cording to a report by the 
Colorado Department of 
Health Care Policy and Fi- 
nancing, and nearly 90 per- 
CHIP »9A 


PART-TIME EMPLOYMENT FOR THE HOLIDAYS 


"Tis the season for hard-to-find help 


By Danika Worthington 
The Denver Post 


As the holiday season arrives, 
letters being sorted at the U.S. 
Postal Service distribution cen- 
ter in Denver turn to red and 
green, packages pile up and a 
“help wanted” banner flies on 
the post office’s fence. 

With an e-commerce upheavy- 
al, seasonal retail hiring has fall- 
en each year since 2013 as fewer 
retailers announce large-scale 
hiring. Meanwhile, the ware- 
housing and transportation sec- 
tors have been growing since 
the recession, adding 200,000- 


plus jobs in each of the past 
three years, according to Chal- 
lenger, Gray & Christmas, a 
global outplacement consultan- 
cy. Overall seasonal hiring has 
been on a downward trend since 
2014. 

But low unemployment 
across the nation and in Colora- 
do, where it was down to 2.7 
percent in October, has been an 
undercurrent lately, making it 
increasingly difficult for em- 
ployers to fill seasonal jobs. 

“I noticed it this year and 
last,” said Julie Tipsword, acting 
manager of in-plant support at 

WORKERS »7A 


US. Postal Service clerk Tonya Williams shuffles packages to 
be processed at a distribution center. Andy Cross, The Denver Post 


RUSSIAN HACKERS 


FBI 
quiet 
despite 
breach 


By Raphael Satter, Jeff Donn 
and Desmond Butler 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON» The hackers’ tar- 
gets: The former head of cyber- 
security for the Air Force. An ex- 
director at the National Security 
Council. A former head of the De- 
fense Intelligence Agency. 

All were caught up in a Russian 
government-aligned cyber- 
espionage campaign. None was 
warned by the FBI. 

The bureau repeatedly failed to 
alert targets of the Russian hack- 
ing group known as Fancy Bear 
despite knowing for more than a 
year that their personal emails 
were in the Kremlin’s sights, an 
Associated Press investigation 
has found. 

“No one’s ever said to me, ‘Hey, 
Joe, you’ve been targeted by this 
Russian group,’ ” said former 
Navy intelligence officer Joe Maz- 
zafro, whose inbox the hackers 
tried to compromise in 2015. 
“That our own security services 
have not gone out and alerted me, 
that’s what I find the most discon- 
certing as a national security pro- 
fessional.” 

The FBI declined to discuss its 
investigation into Fancy Bear’s 
spying campaign but did provide 
a statement that said in part: “The 
FBI routinely notifies individuals 
and organizations of potential 
threat information.” 

Three people familiar with the 
matter — including a current and 
a former government official — 
said the FBI has known the details 
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CONYERS STEPS 
DOWN FROM POST 


Michigan Rep. John Conyers, 
under investigation over 
allegations he sexually harassed 
female staff members, says he 
will step aside as the top 
Democrat on the House 
Judiciary Committee while 
fiercely denying he acted 
inappropriately during his long 
tenure in Congress. »12A 


Makayla Grote remembered. 
A memorial service is held at 
Colorado National Speedway for 
a stabbing victim who had driven 
her way into the racing 
community’s heart. »2A 
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FREE 


DPSGutters.com CALL NOW (303) 835-4451 


New orders only. Gas card ($25.00) with in-home estimate to homeowner(s). Limit one per household. 40” TV ($300.00 value) with purchase will be mailed after installation and payment in full. Minimum purchase of $2,500.00 
required. Payment options available with minimum purchase and approved credit. Other restrictions may apply. Not valid with any other offer or previous job. Exp. 11/30/17. NEW ORDERS ONLY. 
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GUTTER SOLUTION 


$99 


Install! 


40”1080p 
Smart TV 


(or $300 Discount) 
with Purchase! 


